
 

Back in 2008 I bought from an antique dealer in New York the 
great photo of Gander shown below. 

It is a professional photo taken by "George Valentine Enell 
and Associates, Hanger 4, La Guardia Field, New York".  Their 
phone number was the old style, HAvemeyer 0-5411.  As can 
be seen from the resolution, the camera used was of the 
highest quality. 

 

 

 

Below are several zooms of the same photo, made generally 
from left to right, for those who may be able to identify old 
friends. 



 

 



 

 

Some of the names that were suggested are Jack James, 
Jerry Wakeham, Ruth Miller, Dorothy Wyatt, Vern Locke and 
Bill Dooley. 



I was lucky enough to obtain, five years later, another photo 
on the same theme that originated with the same group at La 
Guardia. It is exactly the same style of paper and developing 
and was obviously taken at the same time. 

 

However it was still not clear what exactly was the occasion. But near 
the end of March 2013, I was able to purchase from another 
dealer a different photo taken by exactly the same group, 
George Valentine Enell and Associates.  
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
This is a flag raising, on a flagpole over the main entry to the old 
terminal (Hangar 22). However this photo only gave rise to more 
speculation, without providing a solution. 
 



However, other information found on June 2013 from a 
completely different source solved the mystery! 
 
I had been going through information on Trans World Airways 
activities in Gander after the Second World War, in particular 
through research in a TWA personnel news journal called, 
depending on the date, the “Skyliner” or “Starliner”.  The issue 
from 21 November 1946 has a great story with a revealing title:  
“NEW TERMINAL FACILITIES MAKE GANDER TOPS”. 
 
The exact flag-raising photo is shown there and the participants 
are identified, namely James Scott Neill, Commissioner for Public 
Utilities and Supply for the Newfoundland government, and the 
following hostesses:  
 
- Loretta Mackensie from British Overseas Airlines Company 
(BOAC) 
- Marjorie Hoopes from American Overseas Airlines (AOA) 
- Jane Bray from Pan American World Airways (PAA) 
- Eleanor Hyland from Trans Canada Airlines (TCA) 
- Brita Booge from Scandinavian Airlines System (SAS) 
- Doris Johnston from Trans World Airways (TWA) 
 
This official opening of the terminal was hailed as a major event. 
The paper says notably that: ”Not only is passenger comfort 
improved but operating facilities for the airlines themselves are 
much more convenient and efficient. Spacious passenger waiting 
room, lounge and bar, airline ticket counters, crew lounge and 
operations offices are in one large building.” 
 
It goes on to describe other buildings in the terminal area such as 
one with a restaurant, lounge with bar and another lounge where 
movies could be shown. It also mentions a hotel with well-
appointed rooms for international travelers and another for 
aircraft crew.  
 



The new waiting room in the terminal building, with individual 
airline ticket counters, was singled out for its interior decoration: 
“The new waiting room will seat 251 persons comfortably in 
restful surroundings. End walls are blue. Sidewalls are grey and 
the ceiling in light yellow. Wall benches and ticket counters are 
red.” 
 
This article also shows the photo described above with the 
police/security personnel. It specifies that the people in the photo 
are a Newfoundland Ranger and two members of the 
Newfoundland Constabulary. 
 
So now this journal seems to clear it all up – the official opening 
of the terminal in 1946, an event of importance in the aviation 
world of the day! 
 


