(revised RG Pelley 2016/08/29)

Several years ago, I came across a long lost item from
Gander's history. In fact it was not really lost but more
like someone forgetting to leave it where he should have!
I now have in my possession the key from room 41 from
the Saturn Hotel, which at one time existed just across
the road from the old terminal, more precisely in front of
the north edge of Hanger 21. It is a key made by
Dominion Lock in Montreal, which is quite logical given
that Ferry Command who ran that part of Gander during
war had its Headquarters in Dorval. For the key
collectors who might read this posting, it was made from
a number 22 key blank. I got this key from a chap in Mt
Horeb, USA, which is small town near Madison, Wisconsin,
about 50 miles west of Milwaukee.

Looking at this key reminds us that life much less
complicated back then. On the key fob it is inscribed
simply "If carried away return unsealed - we guarantee
postage". We sometimes still see that today...with one
very big difference: in those days, no long street address
with postal code was necessary. Just “Saturn Hotel,
Gander” was enough - quite a change!

The diagram below, from a brochure published by the
Atlantic Guardian in 1948, shows the Saturn Hotel as
occupying two buildings. (Use your zoom as necessary.)

This however is not what was generally considered to be
the layout. The confusion may have come about because
the identification of these buildings changed over time.
Even the whole area as such has been known by different
names, the best known being of course the “RAF side”
because as of 1941, it was the base of the RAF Ferry
Command and as of 1943 the RAF Transport Command.
This whole area was also known on early maps as
“Belmont Camp” because it was the Belmont
Construction Company that built the hangars and
associated buildings. In the earliest years, it was also
called “Beaver Centre” in honour of Lord Beaverbrook,
Britain’s Minister of Aircraft Production, (in fact a
Canadian, Max Aitken) who engineered the original ferry
efforts.
As can be seen below, the three buildings across the road
from hangers 21 and 22 occupied by the RAF (and many
years later by EPA) were known on official maps of the
40s and 50s as T2, T3 and T4.

These buildings are indicated on the air photo below around mid-1943.

In the early years of the war, these same buildings were also called A. B
and C. All three buildings were of the same general form, with slight
differences according to the occupants
º Building ‘A’ housed R.A.F. officers in the south wing of the H. In the other
wing, nearest the runways, the non-commissioned personnel were on the
first floor, with their entry door at the front of the building. On the second
floor of this wing was the quarters of the women who worked as Morse
code operators. Their entrance was on the back, followed by a staircase to
the 2nd floor. In the centre of the H, with a separating wall between left and
right wings, were the community showers and toilets.

Building A is shown here:

º Building ‘B’, shown below, housed the families of men working for the
base. This comprised notably the civilian radio staff and the married
maintenance crew headed up by Joe Gilmore. This wartime photo shows
kids from the Fennell and Gilmore families, from left to right: Barbara F,
Tommy F, Margo G, Loretta F, Sean G, Pat G with Josie G. sitting on the
snow. The photographer was probably Joe Gilmore. (In passing, Joe
Gilmore often said that Mr Fennel could weld a metal band around a
cigarette without burning the paper!)

The next photo also shows building B, most probably post-war. Names
unknown.

º Building ‘C’ housed male Morse code operators, unmarried ground crew
and transient aircrew. The following photo shows a typical wartime winter’s
day.

After the war, these buildings were called respectively Saturn, Mars and
Jupiter.
The main hotel complex on the old airport was on the “American side” and
called “Airlines Hotel”. It was located roughly in the parking lot area of the
present terminal. However, the Jupiter Building on the RAF side continued
to be used as a hotel, with Saturn as an overflow. The Mars bldg continued
as family accommodation.

Summary of the various names of the buildings
across the road from hangars 21 and 22
T2
A
Saturn

T3
B
Mars

T4
C
Jupiter

The names of many of the people who lived in these buildings over the
years can de seen here:
http://bobsganderhistory.com/gene5a.pdf

