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There were basically two types of postwar transients in Old Gander.  
The most probable would be a passenger on a trans-Atlantic flight 
who stopped for a short time while his plane was being refuelled. The 
second would have been a passenger who "got caught" in Gander 
due to bad weather or mechanical problems and had to stay in 
Gander for a longer time than expected. 
 
There was a civilian airline that went through Gander even during the 
war, namely Trans Canada Air Lines (now Air Canada). Its first flights 
in and out of Gander started on 01 May 1942, as shown below. The 
terminal for these flights was the old Administration Building, where 
TCA had a small staff to look after the passengers and their plane. 
 

 
 
Within half a year after the end of the war, major commercial airlines 
stated using Gander for refuelling, the first being DC-4s of the 
American Airlines system as of 23 October 1945. 
   

 



From the end of the war in 1945 until Confederation in 1949 pretty 
much all airport-related operations were under the Civil Aviation 
Administration.  
 
However Trans World Airways had its own commissary as of late 
1946.  
 

 
 
The TWA commissary provided in-flight meals - but only on its own 
eastbound flights, based the daytime, versus nighttime, flying 
schedule. This was generally a turkey or salmon dinner, lobster 
cocktail and other food of the same calibre. 
 
On westbound flights, the food for the whole flight was loaded in 
Europe, often London or Prestwick. The leg Gander-New York was 
based on simple snacks and sandwiches.  
 
It would appear that in those days, the Americans flying on TWA  
flying through the Azores were not partial to Spanish or Portuguese 
food, as a lot of breakfast trays remained full on arrival in Gander. 
Folks flying westward on Pan American World Airways out of Orly 
might have liked their food better, as it was prepared by Maxims of 
Paris. 
 
Vintage Gander phone books show that the TWA commissary was 
open to at least 1954. However, during the same period, another 
commissary came into existence, that of Allied Aviation.  In the 
earliest days of civil aviation in Gander, each airline had its own 



maintenance staff. Allied had experience from the late 1800s railroad 
days and had moved into aviation, notably at La Guardia airport in 
New York, where it had consolidated maintenance for most airlines. 
In July 1948, Les Gettel, a former USAAF tech sergeant, came to 
Gander to set up a similar consolidation. 
 
The Allied commissary was basically a cleaning unit and normally did  
not get involved in food services.  It had a commercial Hobart dish 
washing machine, where dirty dishes were loaded in racks which 
were pulled slowly through the machine and came out the other end 
and automatically pushed into a home-made dryer! 
 
This dryer was designed and fabricated by Frank Wilcox, 
(maintenance foreman for ground equipment). It was based on a 
radiator similar to the one in a car, but hooked up "backwards". Hot 
water went through the coils and hot air came out the front, which 
dried the dishware. 
 
Silverware was put into a specially made drum that washed and dried 
it. It was then sorted into sets, packaged into plastic bags and sealed 
with a hot iron. (Yes, in those days, there was real cutlery!) 
 
Some airlines had special aluminium containers for glasses, which 
were inserted into racks after cleaning and stored with Allied to go on 
board the next flight. 
 
When the Douglas DC-7 airplanes came into use, airlines offered 
tourist flights or economy tickets, which were much cheaper and did 
away with full meal service. Lunch boxes were done up in the kitchen 
for the east and west flights containing an apple, an orange, a cube of 
cheese, sweet biscuits and sandwiches.  Coffee tea and juices were 
always available, as were alcoholic beverages. 
 
Passengers who got off their flight during refuelling found themselves 
(at least after 1949 when the terminal was remodelled) in a fairly 
comfortable lounge. Food service in the lounge was provided by a 
company called  "Commercial Caterers", as shown by the vintage 
match book cover below, from R Pelley's personal collection. The 
printing graphics, with large piston-engine aircraft, appear to be mid 
to late 1950s. 

 



 
 
The Atlantic Guardian of April 1950 gives the following description: 
 

 
 
The first corresponding photo shows the quick-lunch counter, while 
the second is a shot of the famous "Bid Dipper". 
 

 



 
 
 
The following phone book entry shows the extent of the activities of 
Commercial Caterers, all, except for the bakery, next door to the old 
terminal, in the mid-1950s: 
 

 
 
But the fortunes of the company varied with both the number of flights 
and the new terminal construction program. The new terminal was 
opened in 1959 and the changes caused can be easily seen. In 1961 
both terminals had traffic but the pattern had been modified. The 
hotels by the old terminal were pretty much closed down, but now two 
old hotel buildings near the new terminal were taken over. 
 

 
 



These two Airlines hotels, former US military barracks, were torn 
down a short while later, as new facilities became available in the 
new town of Gander and the number of passengers declined. 
 
By 1963 the portrait had completely changed: 
 

 
 
 

The first manager of Commercial Caterers in the early 50s was Jack 
Lee (below). One of the first cooks was Lionel Wicks. 
 

 
 
Mr Lee was followed by several other persons, including Tom Peverly 
who arrived later in the 50s and headed the transfer to the new 
terminal in 1959. He was replaced in the mid 1960s by Wally Wright 
who worked as a team with his wife Bea in the new terminal. 
 
The Cara catering service took over in the mid-1970s, to be replaced 
in the 1980s by "Westons at the Airport". That	has	recently	changed	–	
Volare	Hospitality	ULC	took	over	in	2018	and	now	operates	the	brand	
new	restaurant	called	“Union	East	+	Drinks”. 
 

---------------  
 

Please note that any additional info on the TWA or Allied 
commissaries or on Commercial Caterers, especially names of 

people and their job, would be more than appreciated. 



 
 

 
 


